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Notes in the Treble and Bass Clefs
Notes are placed on the lines and spaces of the staff.

In the treble clef:
Notes above or below the five staff 
lines are placed on leger lines.

In the bass clef:
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Sharps, Flats and Naturals are used to raise or lower pitch. When they are placed in the 
middle of the music they are called accidentals. 

A key signature is placed to the right of the clef and has one or more sharps or flats 
to let the musician know what key the piece is in. It indicates that all those notes are 
played as sharps or flats.

For example:

Name the following notes:

Write the following notes:

Complete this sentence:

A ________ signature is placed on each staff of a piece of music, just after the _______. It 
indicates what _____ the piece is in, and instructs the musician to play all of those notes as 
__________ or ________ as indicated.

True or false - this is an F sharp:                          _______________

Means that all the F’s in this piece should be F sharps. 

    


 





G C sharp E flat F
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Intervals
An Interval is the distance between two notes.

In level one we learned to name intervals by number:

Intervals can also have a classification, which describes them more accurately.

The intervals of a unison, fourth, fifth or octave can be described as perfect intervals. 

Perfect Intervals

Draw the interval of a perfect octave above these notes:

Circle the perfect intervals below:

Draw the interval of a perfect fifth above these notes:

Complete this sentence:

The intervals of a __________ , _______, ______ and _________ are described as perfect intervals.

Name these intervals by number and classification:

     
  

       


   


    
 


 




Perfect intervals can be labelled as P1, P4, P5, and P8.

 
Perfect
Unison

  
Perfect

4th
Perfect

5th

  





Perfect
Octave

 
1st

or Unison
2nd


3rd


4th


5th


6th


7th




8th 
or Octave
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What note is a perfect 5th above C?  

What note is a perfect 5th above G?

What note is a perfect 5th above D?

What note is a perfect 5th above A?

What note is a perfect 5th below C?

What note is a perfect 5th below F?

What note is a perfect 5th below B flat?

What note is a perfect 5th below E flat?

Perfect Fifths

A perfect 5th consists of 7 half steps. 

One way to find a perfect fifth is to count 7 
half steps up or down on a piano keyboard:

7

6

54

3

2

1

Draw perfect 5ths above the following notes:

Circle the interval below which is NOT a perfect 5th:

Circle the six melodic perfect 5ths in this melody. The first one has been done for you:

     
  

 
  






       
  



               

Interesting Trivia

The term “perfect” has a very 
long history, and dates back to 
the middle ages where it was 
used in a type of music called 

Organum.
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Keys and the Circle of Fifths
The circle of fifths is a diagram that helps us to 
know how many sharps and flats are in each key, 
and how they are related to one another.

Start drawing the circle of fifths by drawing a C at the top and middle of the circle:

C

To figure out what comes next, simply count a perfect 5th up from the C, which is G:

C

Continue around the next two circles and you’ll have the keys of D and A:

C G
D

A
The number of sharps increases by 1 as you go around the right hand side of the circle:

 key signature of 1 sharp

key signature of 2 sharps

key signature of 3 sharps

On the other side of the circle, you can go down a perfect fifth from C, which is F:

Eb

Bb

Ab

C
G

D

A

E

B
FB/Gb

Db

F
key signature of 

1 sharp

key signature of 
2 sharps

key signature of 
3 sharps

key signature of 
4 sharps

key signature of 
5 sharps

key signature of 
6 sharps or 6 flats

key signature of 
1 flat

key signature of 
2 flats

key signature of 
3 flats

key signature of 
4 flats

key signature of 
5 flats

C G
D

A

F
C

G
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You can continue and make the whole circle like this: 

Eb

Bb

Ab

C
G

D

A

E

B
FB/Gb

Db

F
key signature of 

1 sharp

key signature of 
2 sharps

key signature of 
3 sharps

key signature of 
4 sharps

key signature of 
5 sharps

key signature of 
6 sharps or 6 flats

Continuing down from F we have B flat and E flat:

key signature of 1 flat

key signature of 2 flats

key signature of 3 flats

key signature of 
1 flat

key signature of 
2 flats

key signature of 
3 flats

key signature of 
4 flats

key signature of 
5 flats

Referring to the circle of 5ths diagram answer the following questions:

What major key has a key signature of 4 sharps? _______________

What major key has a key signature of 3 flats? _______________

How many flats does the key of A flat major have? _______________

How many sharps does the key of B major have? _______________

Eb

Bb

C
F
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Complete the circle of 5ths below, and indicate how many sharps or flats each key has:

Complete:

The key of C Major has _______  sharps or flats.

The key of G Major has _____ sharp.

The key of D major has two _________.

The key of A major has _______ sharps.

The key of F major has one ________.

The key of B flat major has _______ flats.

The key of E flat major has _______ flats.

Helpful Hint

It’s easy to remember 
the number of keys in the 
circle of 5ths - just think 

of a Clock!
There are 12 Keys

C major at 12 O’Clock
G major at 1 O’Clock

etc., etc....
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The Order of Sharps and Flats
Sharps and Flats in a key signature have a specific order that must always be followed.

For sharps it is:
F - C - G - D - A - E - B

To help remember this you can use the acronym:
Fat Cats Go Dancing And Elephants Boogie
(or make up your own)

For flats it is:

B - E - A - D - G - C - F

(which is the same as the sharps, but in reverse order!)

Circle the incorrectly written key signatures:

Write these key signatures:

Complete the top half of the circle of 5ths diagram below, drawing the key signatures attached to the circles

Write the key signature of seven 
sharps in correct order:

Write the key signature of seven flats in 
correct order:







 

    

 

 

B flat major A major F major E flat major
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What is a Scale?

A scale is a pattern of notes that ascends or descends step by step 
to the same note an octave higher.

Each type of scale (major, minor, etc.) has a pattern of 
whole steps and half steps which is always the same.

The Major Scale
The major scale has a pattern of whole steps and half steps like this:

whole step - whole step - half step - whole step - whole step - whole step - half step
(W-W-H-W-W-W-H)

This pattern is the same, no matter what note the scale starts and ends on.

Another way to remember it is that the half steps come between the 
3rd & 4th and 7th & 8th degrees of the scale.

Write out the pattern of whole steps and half steps in the major scale three times:

Mark the half steps in these major scales with slurs:

        



       

        

It is impossible to have a 
mix of sharps and flats in 
a major scale. If a scale 
has both sharps and flats 

occuring in it, then its not 
a major scale.

        



       

W W W W WH H

W W W W WH H

Interesting Trivia
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Writing Major Scales

Write the scale of C Major, one octave ascending in whole notes:

Draw notes between the given notes to make a major scale:

Write the scale of G Major using a key signature, one octave ascending in half notes:

Write the scale of F Major using a key signature, one octave ascending in quarter notes:

Describe what is wrong with the way each of these scales is written:

In a major scale the half steps come between the

___ and ___ and,  ___ and ___ degrees.





        

        

        

 


 






Write the scale of G Major using an accidental instead of a key signature, one octave 
ascending in whole notes:

1 - Always space the notes 
evenly over the entire bar 
that is given.

2 - Read the question 
carefully, and make sure 
that you have answered 
everything and followed the 
directions.

3 - Write very neatly!

Tips and Tricks

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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The Key of D Major
Write the key signature of D major in the treble and bass clefs:

Write the scale of D major using a key signature, then mark the half steps with slurs:

Write the scale of D major using accidentals instead of a key signature, then mark the half 
steps with slurs:

True or false: this excerpt of music is in D major.   _____________

Write the one octave arpeggio* of D major:

Write the key signature and tonic triad* of D major:

* Refer to glossary for more information











          
         

Write the scale of D major on the bass staff, one octave ascending using whole notes. 
Finish with a double bar line and mark the half steps with slurs:
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The Key of A Major

Write the scale of A major using a key signature, then mark the half steps with slurs:

Write the scale of A major using accidentals instead of a key signature, then mark the half steps:

Add all necessary accidentals to this music to make it sound correct in A major:

Write the one octave arpeggio of A major:

Write the key signature and tonic triad of A major three times:









 

        
                 

                      



Write the scale of A major, two octaves ascending, using whole notes. Use a key signature, mark the 
half steps with slurs and finish with a double bar line.

Sam
pl

e

http://www.funmusicco.com/music-theory-worksheets#signup


© 2009 The Fun Music Company Pty Ltd

Sample Worksheet from “Printable Music Theory Books” from the Fun Music Company
Download a free printable and watermark free version

The Key of B flat Major
Write the key signature of B flat major in the treble and bass clefs:

Write the scale of B flat major using a key signature, then mark the half steps with slurs:

Write the scale of B flat major using accidentals instead of a key signature, then mark the half 
steps with slurs:

True or False: This excerpt of music is in B flat major. _____________

Write the one octave arpeggio of B flat major:

Write the key signature and tonic triad of B flat major twice at different places on the staff:





 



                



Write the scale of B flat major in the bass clef, one octave ascending:
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The Key of E flat Major
Write the key signature and tonic triad of E flat major three times:

Write the scale of E flat major using a key signature, then mark the half steps with slurs:

Write the scale of E flat major using accidentals instead of a key signature, then mark the half steps:

Add accidentals to this two octave scale to make it the scale of E flat major:

Write the one octave arpeggio of E flat major:





 





               



                

True or false: This melody is in E flat major. _____________

Write the scale of E flat major using quarter notes and accidentals.
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Relative Major and Minor

Each major key has a relative minor key, which shares the same key signature.

C Major

A minor

F major

D minor

G major

E minor

The easiest way to find the relative minor of a major key is to count down 3 half steps:

1

2

3

In this example we have found that the relative minor of C major is A minor.

Likewise to find the relative major of a minor key, you can simply count up 3 half steps:

1

2 3

In this example we have found that the relative major of D minor is F major.

What is the relative minor of G major? __________

What is the relative minor of B flat major? __________

What is the relative minor of A major? __________

What is the relative major of A minor? __________

What is the relative major of C minor? __________

What is the relative major of E minor? __________

Complete the following sentence:

Every major key has a __________ ______  ______ 

which shares the same  _____ ____________ .

Interesting Trivia

The music theory system 
we use has evolved over 

hundreds of years, and dates 
back to ancient Greece and 

Rome. The Roman writer and 
statesman Boethius is said to 
have assigned 15 letters to 
2 octaves worth of tones in 

around 500 AD.
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The Circle of 5ths in Major and Minor Keys
Complete the following circle of 5ths diagram, with major keys around the outside, and 
relative minor keys on the inside:

Use the diagram you’ve just written out to answer the following questions:

What is the relative minor of F sharp major? __________

How many sharps are in the key signature of C sharp minor? __________

What is the relative minor of B major? __________

What is the relative major of F minor? __________

How many flats are in the key signature of D flat major? __________

C 
major

A
minor
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The Natural Minor Scale
The natural minor scale has no altered notes from the key signature.

The natural minor scale can also be called the Aeolian mode.

The natural minor scale of A minor:

Write the E natural minor scale, one octave ascending, and mark the half steps:

The natural minor scale has a pattern of:

whole step - half step - whole step -whole step - half step - whole step -whole step

Or, another way to remember it is that in the natural minor scale, half steps occur between 
the 2nd and 3rd, and 5th and 6th degrees.

To write a natural minor scale:

1) Work out its key signature by determining its relative major 
(You can use the circle of 5ths diagram if you need to).

2) Write it out and then check that the half steps occur in the right places.

Write the natural minor scale of D minor, one octave ascending, and mark the half steps:

Identify these scales as major or natural minor:






       



       



       

        

___________________________

___________________________

___________________________
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