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Triads built on the first (tonic), fourth (subdominant) and fifth (dominant) degrees of 
the scale are called the primary triads, as these are the most useful and commonly 
used chords.

Primary Triads in Major Keys

Primary triads in C major:

As you know, the chord built on the first degree of the scale is called the tonic triad.
The chord built on the fifth degree of the scale is called the dominant triad,
and the chord built on the fourth degree of the scale is the subdominant triad. 

Write the scale of F major, and build the three primary triads on the 1st, 4th and 5th degrees. Label the 
chords with both chord symbols above the notes and Roman Numerals below:

Write the key signature and the three primary triads of all the major keys below, labelling them with the 
chord symbols above and the Roman Numerals below. (The first one has been done for you.)

In major keys all three of the primary triads are major triads.
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